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Furmanath letics
French connect ion
Paladin star Souchu fulfilling dream of playing in States
K arim Souchu is just the type of
i nternational student that Furman likes to
enrol l .
He comes from o n e o f t h e great
cultural centers of the world (Paris),
speaks three languages ( English and
German in addition to French), is involved
in the life of the university (as a Language
House resident who leads cheers at the
soccer games) and is dedicated enough
to excel in a tough academic environment
even though English isn't his first
language (a 2.8 grade-point average after
his freshman year) .
It is merely a bonus that Souchu also
happens to be 6-7 and can dunk a
basketball with the kind of power that
Furman hasn't witnessed in some time.
"What he has accomplished here is pretty
i ncredible," says Larry Davis, Paladin
basketball coach. "He is both an
outstanding basketball player and a
person, and I couldn't be more pleased
with what he has done."
When Souchu arrived on campus last
fall as a 20-year-old freshman, Davis
specu lated that he might be the most
"athletic" player the basketball program
had seen in a while. And Souchu didn't
disappoint. From his forward position,
he led the team i n scoring ( 1 6 points per
game), rebounding (7.4) and m i nutes
played (32.5), and was second in field
goal percentage (.545). If there had been
a category for high-flying, rim-rattling
dunks, he would have led it as well.
As one might imagine, Souchu hardly
followed a normal path to the Furman
campus. He played soccer while growing
up north of Paris, but when he had grown
to 6-4 by the age of 1 4, his friends
suggested he try basketball. He not only
liked it, he excelled at it, and it wasn't
long before he was a member of the
French junior national team.
Souchu was playing with the team in
a tournament i n Italy when one of Davis'
international contacts approached him
about the possibility of coming to Furman
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and playing college basketball in the
United States. It didn't take Souchu long
to decide.
"It had always been a big dream for
me to come to America and play
basketball," he says. "When I was given
the chance, I was ready."
So he left France and arrived on the
Furman campus in June of 1 999. He
admits that the first few months were
hard.
" It was a brand new experience," he
says. "No family, no friends. I was a long
way from home. I had to start my life
over agai n . "
Souchu says t h e language barrier
was the toughest part. But once he began
speaking English every day, his language
skills improved greatly. And although h is
English is still a bit stilted and he may
need a few seconds to find the right word,
he has become downright conversant i n
h i s new language.
While Souchu might have had a few
moments of homesickness early on, there
was no time to think about such thi ngs
once basketball started. And since a
tomahawk dunk sounds the same in any
language, there was nothing to adjust to
on the court.
Well, actually, there was one thing.
As a Muslim, Souchu observes Ramadan,
meaning he is required to fast for a month
during the season - roughly from
Thanksgiving u ntil Ch ristmas. That
means no food or drink during the daylight
hours, which also means no fluids during
those g rueli ng afternoon practices.
He is observing the Fast of Ramadan
again this season, from November 27 to
December 25.
"I don't consider it to be that hard , "
Souchu says. "It's a question o f faith.
You have to be sure you get up early
enough so you can get something to eat
and drink before the day begins. The
coaches and the trainers were very good
about this. They worked with me to make
sure it was easy as possible."

T h e Basketball News predicts Karim Souchu will
be the Southern Conference player of the year.

The coaches are only too glad to
work with Souchu because they know
they're lucky to have him. "I haven't been
around very many kids who are as
competitive and as tough as he is," Davis
says. "That's what makes him so special
and allows him to be so successful, both
on and off the court. He's only going to
get better and, before he's throug h , I
think he's going to be the best player to
have played at Furman in a long time."
For his part, Souchu is happy to be
at Furman. And he's getting more
accustomed to American life every day
- if you don't count the local cuisine.
"I'm not so sure about the food ," he
says. "I've eaten at McDonald's too much
al ready. I can't eat there anymore."
- Vince Moore

